
On the Brink:
ÂǜşźƶƫκǤ «ƶƶƩƈƫź >ǜƈǤƈǤ

of Housing & Support for Older Adults

June 10, 2021

We will get started shortly.  Your lines are muted upon entry.  This event will be recorded.



Welcome!

ÅþƶŘĴșκǤ şȒşƫǲ ƈǤ Őşƈƫź ǜşőƶǜŘşŘ
ÅAll participants are muted on entry
ÅAsk questions using the Q&A Box
ÅPlease fill out satisfaction survey



About Oregon 
Health Forum

ÅAdvancing health 
policy solutions 
through meaningful 
community dialogue

ÅAffiliate of The Lund 
Report news source

ÅNonprofit supported 
by donations, 
sponsorships

ωOregonHealthForum.org
/make-a-donation



Coming soon:

Beating the Shortage:
ðƶƠǺǲƈƶƫǤ ǲƶ ÂǜşźƶƫκǤ µşƫǲĴƠ oşĴƠǲƂ ĞƶǜƜŹƶǜőş ĞƶşǤ

Date: Late June TBD



Thank you to our annual sponsors!



Thank you to our event sponsors!



Âƫ ǲƂş =ǜƈƫƜΓ ÂǜşźƶƫκǤ «ƶƶƩƈƫź >ǜƈǤƈǤ
of Housing & Support for Older Adults

June 10 | 10 -11:30am
Moderator :
Stephanie Hooper
President, AGE+

Panelists :
Laura Golino de Lovato
Executive Director, Northwest Pilot Project

Keren Brown Wilson, PhD
Founder and CEO, Jessie F. Richardson Foundation

Avery Davis
Community Administrator
Whispering Pines Senior Village

Julie Cody
Director, Affordable Rental Housing
Oregon Housing & Community Services



Stephanie J. Hooper
President, AGE+



Source: Forecasts of Oregon's County Populations by Age and Sex, 2010 - 2050 
Prepared by Office of Economic Analysis, Department of Administrative Services, State of Oregon
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OREGON IS CHANGING DRAMATICALLY IN THE NEXT 2 DECADES

By 2035
We will have approximately 

300,000+ more older Oregonians 

65+ than we do today.

How do we address this housing crisis today in 
order to help communities better serve the needs 
of older Oregonians? 



Laura Golino de Lovato
Executive Director

Northwest Pilot Project



Northwest Pilot Project

ÅAdultsage 55 +, Multnomah 
County
Å1,500 clients/year
ÅHousing placement assistance
ÅCase Management
ÅOver 90% live on $20,300/year 
Å80% have at least one disabling 

condition.

Our mission: to offer 
opportunities for a life of 

dignity and hope to very low-
income seniors in 

Multnomah County by 
solving housing and 

transportation needs.



INMULTNOMAHCOUNTY



²I!¢ ²9Ω±9 [9!wb95
ÅHousing displacement = negative physical & mental health.
ÅHistory of racial housing inequality = decreased housing opportunities 

for seniors of color.
ÅBenefits like Social Security and Supplemental Security Income will not 

keep up with housing costs.

ÅAverage Social Security/month: $1,543.00
ÅAverage Studio Apartment in Portland: $1,331.00
ÅLeft for food, medical, transportation, etc: $212.00

ÅIndependent living = improved physical and emotional wellness.



WHAT WORKS 

üClient-centered services.
üPermanent Supportive Housing.
üLong-term Rent Assistance - effective in making rental housing 

affordable.
üMultiple choices for seniors in housing:
ÅLocation
ÅUnit size ςstudio or one bedroom
ÅServices on-site

üLow-cost supports for independent living work: housekeeping, 
wellness, transportation.



THE OPPORTUNITY AHEAD

üLOCALLY
ÅSupportive Housing Services Measure (26-210)
ÅNew long-term rent assistance resource
ÅExpansion of Support Services

ÅNew investments in culturally specific services and organizations
ÅStronger tenant protections
ÅNew grants ςProject Turnkey
ÅZoning changes

üNATIONALLY
ÅAdvocate for increase in national Housing Choice Voucher program
ÅAdvocate for increases to Social Security, Supplemental Security Income, 

Social Security Disability Income



Keren Brown Wilson, PhD
Founder and CEO

Jessie F. Richardson Foundation and AGE+



Keren Brown Wilson, Ph.D.

Jessie F. Richardson Foundation & AGE+, Founder & CEO

kwilson@jfrfoundation.org

www.jfrfoundation.org   |   www.ageplus.org

June 10, 2021

ON THE BRINK :
OREGONôS LOOMING CRISIS OF HOUSING & SUPPORT 
FOR OLDER ADULTS
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THREE HOUSING CHALLENGES FOR RURAL OLDER OREGONIANS
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In 2015

Three rural Oregon counties reported that 30% of 
their populations was 65+

By 2035

Fourteen rural Oregon counties are projected to 
have at least 30% of their population be 65+

Neither rural counties nor suburbs were 
planned - or intended - as home for isolated, 
non -driving citizens.

RURAL COUNTIES ARE CONTINUING TO AGE 
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By 2035 

ÅMost rural older Oregonians (over 80%) live in 
owner households ïand they want to continue 
to live in their home and community

ÅThe home will increasingly become the site for 
aging ïyet only 4% of single -family homes 
offer three of the key design features, i.e., zero 
step entrances, single floor living and wide 
hallways/doors

Å41% of adults 65 -79 and 71% of adults 80+ 
live with at least one disability

THE SUITABILITY FACTOR



Source: Consumer Expenditure Survey, 2015 5

Median Personal Income for Rural 
Oregonians 75+ in 2017:

ÅMen: $26,549
ÅWomen: $16,619

Older Oregonians Spending 30% or More of 
Their Income on Housing:

Å25% of homeowners 65+
Å50 - 65% of renters 65+

Single -person Household Average Costs for 
Utilities, Food and Healthcare:

Å$1,140 per month

OLDER OREGONIANS ARE COST BURDENED
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New models of homes and services are needed to allow older adults to age in their communities.

AFFORDABLE RURAL HOUSING SOLUTIONS 


